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Philosophy 110 Exam Questions
What is the mystery in this story that the doctors are trying to solve?
The doctors were attempting to unravel whether the patient, Mr. Gerard was physically sick, feigning sickness, or if he had a mental health problem. 
Identify at least 5 possible causes for the patient’s condition that were mentioned in the article
From the case study of the patient, one notes that his problems stem primarily from delayed diagnosis and treatment. The first problem originates from the fact that Mr. Gerard had been separated from the rest of his family for some time, which causes him to be lonely. The third possible cause of his problem is the fact that the patient did not have effective communication strategies that would lead the medical team to understand his issues, and what the needed to address. Since the patient did not have effective strategies of communication, the medical practitioners did not undertake the right diagnosis of his issues. Lastly, the doctors and nurses at the health facility were confused by the fact that the patient depicted a mixture of symptoms that did not point at one possible issue. 
What are all of the pieces of evidence that go against the idea that this is a case of a drug overdose?
The patient did not depict the normal signs and symptoms that could lead the medical team to conclude that he had overdosed himself with drugs, including heroin. Furthermore, all the tests that were done on the patient did not indicate that he had overdosed himself of any of the suspected drugs. 
What are all of the pieces of evidence that go against the idea that the patient is actually comatose?
	The physical and mental examinations conducted on the patient, including raising his hand, did not point at the possibility of comatose. 
What are the pieces of evidence that support the idea that the man has a serious psychiatric disorder?
	The facts around the case indicate that the patient could possibly have been a psychiatric case. Firstly, his medical history, much as he had never sought psychiatric services, indicates that he had work-related depression, which is one of the leading causes of serious mental disorders. Secondly, soon as the patient was put on psychiatric medication, his symptoms improved, which can only justify the fact that he had mental health issues. 
	
